
ANCESTRY LIBRARY EDITION provides unprecedented access to family history via documents that record the lineage of over 5 billion individuals.
Ancestry Library Edition brings the world’s most popular consumer online genealogy resource (The Generations Network’s Ancestry.com) to your library.
Answers await all your users—professional or hobbyist, expert or novice, genealogist, or historian—inside the more than 4,000 databases of family
information. User-friendly search tools and comprehensive indexing make it easy to start discovering the story of you.

ANCESTRY® LIBRARY EDITION
THE LARGEST ONLINE GENEALOGY RESOURCE AVAILABLE

Meet the family firsthand…one-by-one with
millions of unique primary sources in full-text and
enhanced images—all easy to search, view, and
read.

• Census records including U.S., U.K., Canada, and 
Germany

• Birth, marriage, and death records for U.S. and 
U.K.

• U.S. military records back to the 1600s
• U.S. and U.K directories and members lists
• Immigration, emigration, and naturalization 

records
• Court, land, and probate records

See how they lived…maybe even face-to-face
with additional collections that add context,
background, and stories to individuals. 

• Biographies and histories, including American 
Genealogical-Biographical Index (AGBI) and 
WPA Slave Narratives

• Newspapers and periodicals, diaries of local 
communities and those that lived in them

• Photos and maps, ranging from postcards and 
panoramas to family photos and headstones

Record your history…and find others on the
same path with helpful tools including charts,
summaries, calendars, family trees, message
boards, and more.

Voted “Reader’s Choice top
25 best of the Web” 
—Family Tree Magazine, February 2005



NEW TO ANCESTRY LIBRARY EDITION

Interface Enhancements 
• Content-specific search tabs make locating 

historical records, stories and publications, and 
photos and maps easier

• Electronic Card Catalog allows users to quickly 
find what they need by keyword, title, and more 

• Browse allows users to review collections by 
title, country, state, or record types

• Advanced search lets users specify exact or 
fuzzy matches for each search field for maximum 
search precision and variation

Content Additions
• New and enhanced census and vital records 

content makes the first step of genealogical 
research easier than ever:

—Completed U.S. Federal Census every-name 
indexes 

—New Canadian Genealogy Collection, with 
over 40 million names

—Expanded Scotland Census Collection, with 
complete 1851–1861 records

—New German Collection, with more than 6 
million names from census, emigration 
indexes, church records, ship lists, and more

• Expanded immigration collections bring ancestors
first experience in the U.S. closer than ever:

—New U.S. Immigration Collection, with 
over 100 million passenger and crew 
names from 1820–1960 for more than 100 
U.S. ports.

—Border Crossings from Canada to U.S., 
1895–1956, and U.S. – Mexico Border 
Crossings from 1903–1957 documenting 
over 8 million individuals.

—New York Port Ship Images added for 
1851–1891

• Additional historical documents that provide 
valuable personal information not often found in 
other sources:

—U.S. Military Collection documents over 90 
million names of those serving the U.S. 
Armed Forces from the 1600’s to Vietnam

—World War I and World War II (1942) draft 
registration cards provide valuable 
personal information not found in other sources

—U.S. Passport Applications collects over 2.4 
million records from 1795 to 1925

—Multimedia collections with millions of 
photos, maps, postcards, newsreels, 
and more

AN ESTIMATED 85 PERCENT OF AMERICANS HAVE AT LEAST ONE
ANCESTOR THAT IS INCLUDED IN ANCESTRY LIBRARY EDITION’S
PASSENGER LIST COLLECTION, WHICH COVERS THE HEIGHT OF
AMERICAN IMMIGRATION. The Passenger List Collection, which
took more than three years to digitize and transcribe, commemorates
the hopes, sacrifices, and legacy of more than 100 million passengers
and over 100 American ports of arrival. ■ Names found in the
Passenger List Collection include historical figures such as Bob
Hope, Charlie Chaplin, Sigmund Freud, Cary Grant, the Von Trapp
Family, and Annie Moore, Ellis Island's first immigrant. The collection
also records the arrival of immigrant ancestors of Angelina Jolie,
Madonna, and Donald Trump. 

Some highlights from Ancestry Library Edition:

—Albert Einstein makes an appearance in a 1921 passenger list 
where his hair is subtly described as “grayish.”

—Martha Stewart wasn't the first in her family to capitalize on home 
décor skills. An S.S. Iceland manifest lists her immigrant 
grandfather, Frank Kostyra, with the profession of “basket maker.” 

—Magician Harry Houdini and former U.S. President Theodore 
Roosevelt sailed on the same ship from Southampton, England, to 
New York in 1914 and are both listed on the same passenger list 
page.

Passenger Lists: 
“We are a nation of immigrants”
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